Introduction
This present paper revises two closely related genera, Holcolaetis Simon, comprised The standard abbreviations and measurements are those used by Wanless (1978) , but for the leg spination the system adopted is that used by Platnick and Shadab (1975) .
Genus HOLCOLAETIS Simon
Holcolaetis Simon, 1886: 394. Type species Holcolaetis xerampelina Simon, by monotypy. Simon, 1901: 452-454. Waterhouse, 1902 : 414. Petrunkevitch, 1928 : 181. Dyal, 1935 . Neave, 1939: II: 671. Roewer, 1954: 937; 1965: 22. Bonnet, 1957 : 2222 . Proszynski, 1971 : 417. Wanless, 1984 (Wanless, 1984) are probably contaminants (Humphreys, 1985) as they are consistent with the spheres covering the chorion of spiders eggs (Humphreys, 1983) . The occurrence of H. vellerea in close proximity to alien egg-sacs (see below) and their egg guarding behaviour (Fig. 19) (Figs 13, 14) .
Wanless (1982, 1984, 19846) Wanless, 19846) Wanless, 19846) Simon, 1901: 453, 454; 1909 (1910 ): 413. Strand, 1909 : 181. Petrunkevitch, 1928 : 181. Roewer, 1954 : 937. Bonnet, 1957 : 2223 . Prdszynski, 1971 : 417. Cutler, 1976 Clark, 1974) and the synonymy was never accepted. (Fig. 3B) ; generally yellow-brown tinged black except for light yellowbrown tarsi and metatarsi. Spination of legs I: femora p 0-2-1, d 0-3-2. Palp (Fig. 3A,C Holcolaetis vellerea Simon (Figs 1, 4, 5, 12, 15, 16B, (17) (18) Holcolethis vellerea Simon, 1909 Simon, (1910 : 78. LECTOTYPE $, (here designated) Sao Thome, (MNHN, Paris) [examined]; [Holcolethis lapsus for Holcolaetis].
Holcolaetis vellerea: Roewer, 1954: 937; 1965 : 26. Bonnet, 1957 : 2222 . Proszynski, 1971 : 417. Clark, 1974 16.
Holcolaetis vidua Lessert, metatarsi v 2-0-0; tibiae v 1-0-0; femora d 0-3-3, p 0-0-1 . Palp: as in Fig. 5A-B VARIATION. Male total length varies from 6-6 to 10-2 mm, carapace length 3-4-4-6 mm, 10 specimens; female total length 9-4-13-0 mm, carapace length 4-0-5-5 mm, 10 specimens.
In males the eye region and carapace margins are sometimes heavily tinged black, the development of the retrolateral tibial apophysis also varies, but not to the extent of raising doubts in respect of identification. In females the epigynes show wide differences in appearance and are often plugged; figure 4D shows Roewer, 1954: 937; 1965: 28. Bonnet, 1957 : 2223 . Proszynski, 1971 : 418. Clark, 1974 : 16. Cutler, 1976 [H. xerampelina: Lessert, 1925a: 432, 433; 19256: 342; 1927 (Fig. 6A, B VARIATION. Male total length varies from 8-7 to 11 -2 mm, carapace length 4-22-5-68 mm, five specimens; female total length 9-36-15-2 mm, carapace length 4-04-6-16 mm, 10 specimens.
Variation in the appearance of the epigyne is clearly evident from the type series (Fig. 6E-G Holcolaetis albobarbata: Lessert, 1925a : 434. Roewer, 1954 1965 : 25. Bonnet, 1957 : 2222 . Proszynski, 1971 : 417. Clark, 1974 [Holcolaethis strandi: Caporiacco, 1941: 135, misidentification] .
REMARKS. The original description of H. strandi Caporiacco was based on a juvenile and as a consequence it is treated here as a species incertae sedis. A subsequent description (Caporiacco, 1941) based on an adult female, which has been re-examined, is clearly conspecific with H.
albobarbata.
Roewer (1965) (Fig. 8B,F) and by the more or less ovate depression surrounding the copulatory openings in females (Fig. 7A,B VARIATION. Males vary from 9-84 to 10-8 mm total length, 4-16-4-56 mm carapace length, three specimens; female total length 12-5-14-0 mm, carapace length 4-88-5-02 mm, three specimens.
In males the tegular flange is sometimes damaged (Fig. 8F) the profile of the retrolateral tibial apophysis and functional conductor is variable; also, the peg-like spur on the base of the cymbium (arrowed, Fig. 8E,F) (Fig. 10A, D) and by rounded depressions surrounding the copulatory openings in females (Fig. 9C, D) . FEMALE HOLOTYPE, in good condition. Carapace (Fig. 9A, B) : chestnut brown tinged black in eye region with irregular light orange-brown margins and central band on thoracic part; eye region clothed in greyish and dull amber hairs with whitish grey ones on thoracic band and dark brownish ones thinly interspersed with white hairs on the sides, the brown hairs grading to black adjacent to marginal bands which are clothed in white hairs. Eyes: laterals with black surrounds; fringed in light brownish and dull amber hairs with white ones between anterior medians and on lower rims of anterior laterals. Clypeus: clothed in some black and amber hairs with white ones in lower space between anterior median eyes and below anterior laterals the origin of the white marginal bands; also, a few long white scattered hairs on lower margin. Chelicerae: orange-brown lightly tinged black; shiny; clothed in short white and black hairs basally with long fine brownish ones distally; teeth not examined. Maxillae and labium: orange-brown with inner distal margins of maxillae and labial tip whitish yellow. Sternum (Fig. 10E) (Fig. 10A-C) . Holcolaetis clarki sp. n., paratype <$ from Cameroon 'no other data': A, palp, ventral view; B, palp, retrolateral view; C, palp, dorsal view; F, sternum VARIATION. Another male measures 8-8 mm total length, 4-32 mm carapace length; females vary from 1 1-3-13-6 mm total length, 3-9-5-36 mm carapace length, seven specimens.
Females that have been preserved for longer periods than the specimen described above are somewhat redder in colour and the patterns are less distinctive. The vulvae also vary in appearance, due probably to differences in the size and disposition of the introductory ducts. In one female from Angola the clypeus is clothed in white hairs. In males the palp of a relatively large specimen has more pronounced flanges on the retrolateral tibial apophysis (Fig. 10D) (BMNH. 1984.2.24.1.4) . Ghana: Bibianaba, 19, paratype, 29.X.1911 , H. G. Spurrell, (BMNH. 1984 Waterhouse, 1912 : 277. Petrunkevitch, 1928 : 182. Neave, 1940 224. Roewer, 1954: 937; 1965 : 19. Bonnet, 1958 : 4019. Proszyhski, 1971 : 475. Cutler, 1976 : 134. Wanless, 1982 1984a: 138. DEFINITION. Spiders of medium size, i.e. total length between 4-0-8-0 mm. Sexual MALE HOLOTYPE, in poor condition. Carapace ( Fig. 1 1 A, 0-1-0; femora d 0-2-3, d 0-2-3, p 0-0-1 . Palp (Fig. 1 1C, shrinkage in the only available specimens. Provisional observations indicate that the fields are comprised of fewer and more scattered pustuliform organs (Figs 13, 14) and when compared with those of Holcolaetis, they are possibly less well developed.
